
ADVENTURE 
IS CALLING
2016 Summer Camps
YMCA CAMP NISSOKONE

ymcadetroit.org/nissokone  989-739-2801



For over 100 years, Camp Nissokone in Oscoda, 
Michigan has inspired campers to discover their potential 
while learning about and exploring the outdoors. With a 
wide variety of safe and exciting activities that focus on self-
confidence and new skills, our programs are built on our four 
core values of caring, honesty, respect, and responsibility. We make 
camp a transformational experience for all ages, whether your child 
is spending the night away from home for the first time or your family is 
returning year after year.

Campers come from around the world to discover not only the wonders of the 
outdoors, but who they are, what they can do and how to share their talents 
with the community. At Nissokone, your child will grow while learning to set 
goals and celebrating accomplishments.

Camp counselors guide campers as positive role models focused on character 
building and encourage campers to be their best self.  Campers can help each 
other try new activities while cabin counselors foster these new friendships. 

Since 1914, campers from around the world have spent their summer 
discovering a renewed sense of adventure and lifelong friendships at 
Nissokone. Join us this summer, the best is yet to come!

ADVENTURE 

STARTS HERE

Ryan Mertz 
Executive Director

Henry Weyand 
Assistant Director





OVERNIGHT CAMP

Our caring staff helps campers learn about the 

world, learn new skills, and engage in fun and 

creative activities. Most staff are college students 

focused on youth development or education. Staff 

are hired based on interviews, experience, training, 

and extensive background checks. All staff are CPR 

and First Aid certified and receive over 100 hours of 

training focusing on youth development, leadership 

skills, and activity planning.



 

Living and playing as a team is 
a way of life at camp. 

Campers grades 4-12 celebrate 
shared achievements and 

encourage each other as 
they learn new skills.

By trying a wide range 
of activities, kids learn 

about their interests, 
build confidence, 

and find new 
skills under 

the careful 
guidance of 

trained Y 
staff.

OVERNIGHT CAMP



RANCH CAMP
Our expert Equestrian staff guides campers grades 
5-11 to improve horsemanship skills, while learning 
with others at your level and making new friends. 
Sessions scheduled to match skill level, our advanced 
riders will experience a overnight trail camp packout.

 » Your ‘own’ horse all week
 » Daily feeding, grooming, and hoof care
 » Daily trail rides
 » Advance your riding level
 » A horseback overnight campout 
in the northern Michigan woods





SPECIALTY  

CAMP



Adventure Camp 

Highly focused on the most 

adventurous camp activities, including 

an overnight pack & campout. Campers 

will choose one of two focus areas: 

Paintball, or Watersports.

Digital Photography 

Campers will learn composition, perspective, 

natural lighting, and understanding camera 

settings as they photograph landscapes 

and people with the help of our camp 

photographer. Their work will be shown in 

the end of the week slideshow for all of 

camp to celebrate the camp session!

Theatre Camp 

LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION! This two week 

camp teaches a variety of acting skills, st
age 

management and set design. Our campers  

will star in a full-length play at the end of  

the session with the entire 

camp cheering them on.

Hero Camp 

Train like the action stars of Hollywood 

blockbusters. Hero Camp combines 

swordsmanship and marksmanship, 

as campers embark on a week-long 

training in fencing and archery. 

Survivor Camp 

Campers start the week 

learning and practicing the 

basics of survival skills, su
ch 

as shelter building, fire 

building, orienteering, 

outdoor cooking and more. 

Then we’ll use teamwork to 

complete challenges and 

gather equipment for a 

guided off-site
 trip with 

our Survivor Specialists.

SPECIALTY  

CAMP



TEEN 

LEADERSHIP 

CAMP
TREKKERS
Boys & Girls entering grade 8–9 
July 10-16: Au Sable High Banks Trail 
July 24-30: Hoist Lake Foot Travel Area
Explore some of Michigan’s best natural areas on foot.  Guided hiking trips will start at 
‘base camp’ Nissokone, where Trekkers will learn to prepare gear and equipment, learn 
outdoor skills and map reading, before heading out to find some of Michigan’s greatest 
natural treasures.  Trekkers experience some of the best and most dramatic scenery 
the state has to offer, with bluffs overlooking the Au Sable River Valley, to hidden lakes 
surrounded by dense forest. Trekkers weeks include a 3 day 2 night backpacking trip. 

LEADERS IN TRAINING
Boys & Girls entering grade 10 
» June 26-July 9 » July 10–23 » July 24–August 6
The LIT program is for teens to improve their leadership skills and explore some of 
the best wilderness areas that Michigan has to offer. Camp activities, leadership 
development and a wilderness canoe trip down the scenic AuSable River will create a 
camp experience never to forget. LIT combines group building, problem solving, goal 
setting, and leadership skills with environmental awareness, service learning and 
outdoor skills. Campers will return home more confident and ready for new challenges.

COUNSELORS IN TRAINING
Boys & Girls entering grades 11 & 12 
» June 26-July 16 » July 17-August 6
The CIT Program is the beginning of the journey to becoming an outstanding 
staff member! The CIT program consists of three components: education, 
team-building and real life experience.  CIT’s take an offsite camping trip, 
helping to create strong bonds within the group.  CIT’s will work on problem 
solving, communication skills and learn child development concepts.  Cabin 
group dynamics and behavior are studied prior to the CIT’s getting first-hand 
experience in the cabin under the supervision of senior staff members.





Bring your whole family 
for the best vacation in years!
We offer a northern Michigan lakeside escape from life’s many 
interruptions to relax and play together as a family. The definition of 
family can be different for many people, but we welcome all families 
with a promise to strengthen relationships and help create 
unforgettable memories that you’ll share for a lifetime. We offer 
activities from archery to ziplining, arts & crafts, guided river trips, 
paintball, horseback rides and more to bring your family closer 
together. Our full-service kitchen prepares three hearty meals 
each day that will make the whole family smile. Each cabins can 
accommodate 2–12 people, with private, modern restrooms and hot 
showers. Cabin reservations are first come, first serve.  
Sessions will fill; call early to save your space!

Family Camp Weeks and Holiday Weekends
Dates Adults

18+
Child

Age 3-17
Toddler
Age 0-2

YMR GR YMR GR YMR GR

Winter Camp 2/12-2/15 $165 $205 NA NA

NCMemorial Day 5/27–5/30 $195 $240 $99 $125

Labor Day 9/2–9/5 $195 $240 $99 $125

Family Week 1 8/28–8/2 $310 $375 $180 $215 NC

Fall Color 9/30–10/2 $145 $165 $65 $85 NC

*YMR = Y Member Rate  *GR = Guest Rate

FAMILY  
CAMP



Group Retreats & Outings
Good things happen when 
we unplug and go outside together.
Find out why groups and families have enjoyed nature, team building, 
education, adventure and recreation at YMCA Camp Nissokone for 
nearly 100 years. Reservations available from mid-August through 
June for groups of 20 to 350 people.

 » Great for School trips, bands, family events, retreats, scouts and more!

Contact Henry Weyand for more information at 
hweyand@ymcadetroit.org and (989) 569-1380

Day Camp

Day Camp is a great, action-packed 
introduction to Camp Nissokone. For 
boys and girls grades K–8 there is no 
better way to spend a week participating 
in safe, fun, quality programs in the 
Oscoda and Tawas area. In addition to the 
exciting activities and new friendships, 
breakfast and lunch are included daily. 

Saddle Club 
Saddle Club campers learn how to 
move safely around horses, mount and 
dismount properly: this initial orientation 
allows us to ride in the arena starting 
on the very first day of camp! Saddle 
club includes lessons on the arena and 
trail riding on our 170 acre property. 

DAY CAMP



Overnight Camp Sessions
Session

Grades 4-10
Dates Theme Rates

A 6/26-7/2 National Treasure: The Lost Island

$499 by 1/31

$519 by 3/31

$549 after 4/1

B 7/3-7/9 Superheroes: Dawn of Peace

C 7/10-7/16 Harry Potter and the Three Fires

D 7/17–7/23 Star Wars: The Forest Awakens

E 7/24-7/30 Disney: Infinity and Beyond

F 7/31-8/6 The Princess and the Dragon

Overnight Camp Add-Ons 

Session Dates Weekend 
Stayover

Ranch Camp
Grades 5-11

Wakeboard
Grades 7-10

Paintball
Grades 7-10

Hero  
Camp

Grades 4-5

Survivor  
Camp

Grades 6-8

Digital 
Photo

Grades 7-9

A 6/26-7/2 Y Beg/Inter Y Y Y Y Y

B 7/3-7/9 Y Beg/Inter Y Y Y Y

C 7/10-7/16 Y Beg/Inter Y Y Y Y Y

D 7/17–7/23 Y Beg/Inter Y Y Y Y

E 7/24–7/30 Y Inter/Adv Y Y Y Y Y

F 7/31-2/15 Inter/Adv Y Y Y Y

Session Fee by 1/31 Fee by 3/31 Fee after 4/1

Ranch Camp
$599 $619 $649

Adventure Camp

Hero Camp

 $524 $544 $574Digital Photography

Survivor Camp

Teen Leadership Programs
Session Weekend 

Stayover Entering Grade Dates Rates

Trekkers
Y

9
7/10-7/16 $579 by 1/31

$599 by 3/31

$619 after 4/1Y 7/24-7/30

LIT Y 10 6/26-8/6 $999 by 1/31

$1059 by 3/31

$1099 after 4/1CIT Y 11-12 6/26-8/6

Day Camp
Session
Grades 

K-8
Dates Saddle Club

Grades 4-8
Session  Fee by 1/31 Fee by 3/31 Fee after 4/1

NDC 1 6/20–6/24 Y SR NSR SR NSR SR NSR

NDC 2 6/27-7/1 N Day Camp $129 $144 $139 $154 $159 $174

NDC 4 7/11-7/15 N Saddle Club $179 $199 $189 $204 $209 $224

NDC 5 7/18-7/22 N SR = Student Rate NSR = Non-Student Rate 
Eligibility requirement for Student Rate is a current report card from Losco or 
Alcona County Schools for current school yearNDC 6 7/25-7/29 N

NDC 7 8/1-8/5 N

NDC 8 8/8-8/12 Y

NDC 9 8/15-8/19 Y

DATES & REGISTRATION



How Do I Register For Camp?
Visit ymcadetroit.org/nissokone to use the simple  
online system 24/7 OR Call the camp office at (989) 739-2801

Great Payment Options!
Register online or call (989) 739-2801

 » Sign up early and save! Take advantage of payment plans:
 » Pay the deposit now & the balance one week prior to your session start date  

-or- Pay the deposit now and set up a monthly draft for 1-2 times each month until 
one week prior to the start of your session.
 » A deposit or draft locks the rate at the time it is setup.
 » The Y is a membership-based organization. There is a $39 community participant 

membership available for families without current YMCA memberships.
 » Multi-session and multi-child discounts available.
 » Weekend stayover included for campers enrolled in consecutive weeks.

Win A Free Week Of Camp
Stop by our camp booth at any of our exhibits or Open House events to register to win 
a free week of camp!

Financial Assistance
Financial assistance is available to make camp possible 
for all children. Visit ymcadetroit.org/nissokone/parents 
for more information.

Family Fun Days (Open Houses)
Attend Family Fun Days to tour camp, meet the staff, 
try camp activities. Registration available for both  
available on-site.

 » Saturday June 11, 1-4 pm at Camp Nissokone

Transportation
Bussing is available for ALL overnight sessions from the Birmingham and 
Livonia Ys. Cost is $35 per child each way. 

YMCA CAMP OHIYESA
Just minutes from US-23 and M-59 near Holly, our partner camp is a great 
place to start your day camp experience, especially for younger campers! 
Weekly specialty camps such as Top Chef, Survivor and Robotics connect 
exploration, nature and new friends.  Daily bussing is available from Brighton, 
Hartland, Birmingham and more!
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Find us on Facebook!


